A Glossary of Traditional Chinese Toys, Puzzles and Games

Main Reference: An English translation of Play, Play, Play: Fun and Wisdom in Traditional
Chinese toys, CHANG Shih-Tsung, National Taiwan Education University, 1993. 5kttt 52 (B2 &
AE AT KR Dtz 5k, KBTI, 19934

Material
Category English Chinese / Description/Remarks
Context
. . This refers to a 12-inch wooden object shaped like the stone of
Toy Baler W3 \wood ] e, It s firsr held prright before hitting
bamboo Prfig,
Toy copter 7 I it bamboo
Toy bamboo e bamboo
crossbow
Toy bamboo gun || 7148 bamboo
Toy Campanula JR wind,
sound
Camphor This simple toy is made using a board as the body of the boat
Toy boilp i water with camphor placed at one end. The boat is able to move
without any additional force.
Including clay dogs (JeJe41), clay tigers(J2 &%), and A-Fu,
Toy clay dolls Jelh mud, clay || a welkknown child figurine with a chubby face and a beaming
smile.
. . . || clay.
3 if >
Toy Clay whistle || J8 A TE sourd
Toy cloth dolls it cloth Including cloth tigers (172 % )and other animal shapes
contra rotating | | . .
Toy stick L gravity
Toy Crane lantern || {II##&E || light
. ]
Toy Cricket gourd g@l g storage
Deity standing || ili A\ 57, .
Toy onthe pam || 3 gravity
A diabolo can be a single cone, or resemble two tops joined at
7, their tips with an axle. Players hold two sticks with a string tied
. X, between them in their hands and spin the top up and down the
Toy diabolo "N bamboo ) L o L . .
E8%, string, tossing it and catching it again. Diabolos come in all sizes
B and are differentiated by the number of ringing sounds they can
produce.




| | lantern

Toy Fan Hua Ban || #i{E4R || wood A kaleidoscope on a board
Toy field toad Hosf bamboo
Toy flapping crane || #R#ES || paper
Toy flying eagle e 1 paper
Toy Ice ape VKL || wood A top made to spin on thick layers of ice.
Toy Jumping ingot || Bk E gravity
Toy kite JE wind
Kome Min Named after Zhuge Kong Ming or Zhuge Liang [ 5 5],
Toy lantefn g FLEHE || light recognised as the greatest and most accomplished strategist of
his era, lighting the lantern symbolizes wishes to be fulfilled
Toy || DD | wood
Toy Lotus lantern || faf 3£ 4% || light
Monk
ouxey & )
Toy walking on a % gravity
tightrope Ak
Morphing P
Toy paper flowers FAAAE || paper
MuRenZou || ANE . .
Toy Xian 4 wood Literally, a wooden man walking on a rope
Paper flower S
Toy ladderpaps HHLERE || paper
Punt-polel ste = g ||
ST E
Toy lantern FTRE | light
Toy rattle drum RS || wood
Toy River lantern | |y J& light
Rolling ground || .
Toy figer TRHLEE || gravity
Shadow- . ) .
)== § 3 LR
Toy picture lantern G || light Literally, “Walking Horse
Toy Sound board || 2k sound
Sun and .
Toy Moon Ball HHEK || wood
T,
Toy Top (i wood
Toy WaterlLantern | | 7K & light
Toy wooden dolls || A< {H wood
Zh C Pi || FEAEI




ruzzie boards LER))'¢ wood
Puzzle Bgtterﬂy BAREIR || metal
Rings
Butterfly
H
Puzzle Wings puzzie W)L || wood
Chinese ring A collected term that refers to all mtellectual ring puzzles, the
IETEN
Puzzle puzzles i metal famous being the Nine-Connected Rings.
2L AT
Puzzle l(iilzger Puzzle jf% R metal
Puzzle Deity Ferry \T[JU\%E wood
i3
Deity Lock fr NFF
Puzzle Pick B wood
A Deity Shuttle is made of a horizontal rod and two pieces of
coins. There is a hole in the middle of the horizontal rod which
allows a thread to go through. This looks like a shuttle that runs
. (YN to and fro on the weaving machine during weaving, There are 2
Puzzle Deity Shuttle " wood small holes at both ends of the rod to hold the ends of the
thread in place. To solve the puzzle is to bring the coins
together. During the game, the coins have to pass through the
small hole which is even smaller than its diameter.
B
Puzze Deity Stairs géj\% wood
Double X
il [
Puzzle Round Jigsaw Ix’b wood
Puzzle J
Puzzle Egg Puzzle %Eﬁﬁ# wood
S~
Puzzle Escape Rings ?ﬂﬁﬂﬁ metal
X
Puzzle Fl.ve Finger TFEH || metal
Rings
Amazi JAN
Puzzle F(.)u.r. 728 ?B 2 wood
Division =
Puzze G91den Turtle &R || metal
Rings
Heart-shaped || -0t
Puzzle Puzde 5% wood
Puzzle Hua Rong %18 || wood
Road
Puzzle Lady Scale FIEFE || wood
Puzze lantern riddles || %] ik lingual




|Fuzzie || LOVers Kings || 13159l |jmeml ||
Puzzle LuBan Lock || &¥t8 || wood
Puzzle Maze Rings || KE 3 || metal
Also called “Cardan’s Rings” and “Sigillo Salomen” in the
West. In Nine-Connected Rings, all rings are interloped on a
bar or a frame in a shape ranging from a sword to a butterfly.
One either tries to release all the rings from the frame or hook
Nine them back on by following certain steps. The name has been
Puzzle Connected JLETE || metal extended to cover similar puzzles with number of rings not
Rings limited to nine. The procedure of releasing or interconnecting
the rings is actually repetitive in shifting the ring up and down
around the frame. However, as the number of rings increases,
the steps required increases exponentially. A minimum of 241
steps are needed to solve the nine-ring puzzle.
Puzze N.m e Curve JLEiIR || metal
Rings
Puzzle Nine Halls JUEHE || wood
Diagram
Puzzle Pagoda Rings || E 153 || metal
Puzzle Pentominoes || T 7Bk || wood
Puzzle puzzle boards || Hix wood
Pythagorean || [K+
Puzzl
uzzle Puzde Ik wood
Puzzle QiZhongYi ||Eih 5 || metal
Puzzle riddles Bk lingual
Round 10 i
Puzzle Assembly it wood
TR
Board
Puzzle Seven-piece LI5R || wood
Tangram
Six AT
Puzzle Components . wood Also known as /N2 55
of Excellence
Sliding Tiles N
Puzzle Puzzes EgiTT wood
Puzzle Spiral Runner ﬁﬁﬁ # metal
Swallow Het
Puzzle Vigsaw Puze || 754 wood
Three A
.. 15 [ p—
Puzzle Coincidental wood
P ~F
arts
Three-star =HRH




Puzze Se #E114 || lingual Yuan (A.D. 1279-1368) Dynasties in which a character is
twisters L
broken up mto its parts to form a puzzle phrase.
Puzzle Wire PR metal
Flywheel L2ty
=]
Puzzle word riddles g HiE lingual
Game catching the ZIE feld
chicks o,
This rope play trains children fingers skills in picking, turning,
iy 4 . . .
Game Cat's Cradle TJE:% ) String crossing, p}Jrhng and so on gnd tean.l competition encourages
R concentration and cooperation. Typical rhymes are often
chanted by children at play.
Also known as "Throwing fists". This is a simple game to
decide on wir/lose. In a wine game, a dinner guest could
challenge another one into throwing fists to decide who should
drink. The players would throw open their fists, showing certain
Finoer number of their fingers, while the challenger would call out a
Game egssin Ve drinking || number. Ifthe number matches the total fingers put up by both
guessIiE players, the challenger would win. The challenge is not limited
to straightforward calling of numbers. Especially among
itellectuals and scholars, sophisticated calling phrases have
been devised to challenge the literary knowledge of one
another.
Grassfight is in two different forms. In a phsical fight, different
specis are used to cross cut each other. In a literary form,
names of'the grass are called to match, or 'overpower' the
T ther. In Chapter 62 of'the classical novel Dream of the Red
fi b5 £rass, © ana .
Game Crassfight R plant Chamber [4[ #45], in the grassfight between two young girls,
“arhat pine” [%' ¥4 ] was used to match with “Buddha
willow” [ #1] , and “beauty canna” [J5 A\ #] with “noble
bamboo” [£ T17].
Game hand shadow Fw || gt
play
Game handball FER field
Game Kicking dance || ER ¥ || field The earliest form of football game
Game kicking sand Vb || field
bags
kicking
Game shuttlecocks BT || feld
This card game, orgnally made of leaves and invented during
the Tang and Song dynasties (A.D.960-1279), was spread to
Game Leaflets play || 3£ 7 I8% || paper Europe as the Mongolian troop marched to the west. After
merging with the local cultures, it gradually evolved to become
poker.
Game Ma Diao iy paper This Leaflets game was for four players.
G M hi R l Evolved from Ma Diao, paper cards were replaced by more




|Game  |lplayhouse |13 lfield ]

Ring toss
Game handheld ERE || water
games
. - sand,
Game Sand drawing || ¥V &
water

Game selling drums || SZREH; || field

Game stepball i BR field
Game stickball Rk field
Water . Evolved from the Leaflets game, this set of cards display the
Game Margins cards AR || paper main characters from the classic Water Margins.
This sports game is played in the following way. First, place the
two poles of the wooden frame (of the swing) respectively onto
two barges that are close to each other. Next, the player must
. ) stand on the suspended wood plank and use great strength to
Game Water swing || KT || water treadle on it. By doing so, he could swing high up. Once the
plank reaches the same level as the top of'the plank, the player
will release his hand from the swing, somersault in mid-air and
fall gracefully into the water.
Literally, “Drinking rules”. These are games played with wine
Game Wine games || 1714 drinking drinking in dinners. Losers are made to drink. There are over

700 kinds of game rules in 6 major categories ranging from dice
throwing, finger guessing; and verbal linguo.

Puffing paper || " FH

Game frog i paper

This simple game places the folded paper frogs in
confiontation. Each player tries to puffinto his/her own frog to
jerk it into smashing the opponent's frog,
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